
The Hundred Parishes 
 

An introduction to  
 

LITTLEBURY 
 
 

Location: 2 miles northwest of Saffron Walden. Ordnance Survey grid square: TL5139. 
Postcode: CB11 4TG.  Access: B1383. National Cycle Route 11.  Rail midway between Audley 
End and Great Chesterford stations (each 2 miles distant).  
Buses: 7 (regular, each day, from Singlewell Road) between Saffron Walden and Cambridge; 
132 Sunday only to Saffron Walden & Cambridge; 101 Tuesday only to Saffron Walden..  
County: Essex.   District: Uttlesford.   Population: 802 in 2001,  869 in 2011,  870 in 2021.    
 

 
 

There can be few places that have such an excellent published history as Littlebury. The 
collaborative efforts of 46 people resulted in the publication of Littlebury, a Parish History in 2005. 
They are to be congratulated on a well-researched, easy to read, beautifully illustrated book of 
almost 300 pages. It is hoped that our brief introduction will whet a few appetites, hopefully 
encouraging people to explore the parish either in person or through the pages of the published 
history – perhaps both. 
 
The village of Littlebury is well-known to passers-by for its Grade I-listed 13th-century parish 
church and for the sharp bends on the B1383, pictured below in the early 1900s but little changed 
today. The parish also includes the hamlets of Littlebury Green and Catmere End. These smaller 
settlements are situated a mile or so to the west on the chalk hills that rise 200 feet (60 metres) 
above the River Cam on which Littlebury village developed.  

 
To the south, the 
parish 
incorporates that 
part of the Audley 
End estate that 
lies west of the 
River Cam. This 
includes the Grade 
I, 16th-century, 
stable block, 
shown on the 
right. 



Littlebury parish also includes a large, ancient 
earthwork at the top of Ring Hill, on the west side of the 
B1383, opposite Audley End House. This Iron Age ring 
fort, covering around 16 acres, has no public access. 
However, a monument (photo on the right) which is 
clearly visible from the main road stands within the 
fort’s surrounding embankment. 
 
The monument is the Temple of Victory, 20 feet (7 
metres) tall. It was built to the design of Robert Adam to 
celebrate the end of the Seven Years’ War (1756 – 
1763) – a war that involved many European countries, 
cost the lives of 2% of Britain’s population and 
concluded with Great Britain winning control of much of 
North America that had previously been held by France. 
 
There are relatively few public footpaths here – 
mostly in the west of the parish where several 
Hundred Parishes walk routes pass through 
Littlebury Green and Catmere End. Footpaths in 
the west of the parish tend to offer extensive views 
over the undulating countryside. This photo was 
taken near Littlebury Green. 
 
Littlebury Green’s corrugated iron church, shown 
below, was assembled in 1885 from a kit. Its 
historic significance was recognised in 2025 when 
it was added to the National Heritage List. 

 
Overall, Littlebury parish has a further 60 listed 
buildings. The majority are in the heart if 
Littlebury village, which is protected as a 
conservation area. Chief among these is the 
Grade I-listed parish church, Holy Trinity, 
pictured below. 

 

Much of Holy Trinity dates from the 13th 
century. Its 15th-century northern door 
includes a carving of a pair of shears. 



The church tower was built in the 14th 
century and no doubt benefited during the 
period of renovation in the 19th century.  
 
Inside, the splendid reredos behind the 
altar includes several panels depicting 
Christ and his disciples, including this one. 
 
The lane beside the parish church runs 
down to 18th-century Kings Mill, with the 
mill house on the left in the photos below 
and the weather-boarded watermill to its 
right. The mill was originally powered by 
the flow of the River Cam, and then by 
steam engine from around 1860 until it ceased operations in 1924.  
 
While these people, the horse and cart and the chimney have now all gone, the mill buildings 
have changed little since the sepia photo was taken a hundred years ago.  

 
 
Where the B1383 winds through Littlebury, the scene 
has changed very little in a hundred years – compare 
the photo above with the one at the start of this 
introduction.  
 
The girl with the pram has disappeared but even the 
pump survives, now hiding in a bed of flowers on an 
enlarged traffic island. 
  



Other nearby houses add colour and variety . . . 

 
The Gatehouse, pictured on the right, 
dates from the 16th century and is 
thought to be on the site of an earlier 
property that may have been used by 
visitors from Ely Abbey.  
 
Ely Abbey owned the manor of 
Littlebury from 1004 AD until 1600 
AD when the manor was sold to 
Thomas Sutton, a wealthy financier. 
He founded Charterhouse School 
and Sutton’s Hospital in London. The 
hospital was actually an almshouse 
for retired gentlemen and still serves 
that purpose today. Many former 
hospital residents are buried at a 
private cemetery in Little Hallingbury. 
 
Littlebury is situated on a transport corridor of road and rail links between London and Cambridge 
that run along the Cam valley. The section of B1383 road approaching Littlebury from the south is 
a rare non-Roman straight road within the Hundred Parishes. The “Littlebury straight” was built in 
1811, replacing the original route that ran around 200 yards to the west.  
 
The railway came in 1845 after protracted 
negotiations, eventually resolved by routing 
the line through two tunnels to avoid 
disturbance to Baron Braybrooke at Audley 
End House. The railway passes right 
through the parish, partly underground 
through the 300-yard tunnel shown here. 
Littlebury has never had its own station 
although it once had a halt at the chaff 
factory in Factory Lane, now called Peggy’s 
Walk. The M11 motorway opened in 1979, 
to the west of the railway, thereby greatly 
relieving pressure on the A11 and causing it 
to be renumbered to its present B1383.  
 
Being bypassed by the railway and the motorway may seem inconvenient at times, but it has 
undoubtedly helped Littlebury to retain its character and rich heritage. 



From the centre of Littlebury village, Strethall Road climbs steeply to the northwest, passing over 
the railway and eventually over the M11 motorway.  
 
Just beyond the summit is Howe Wood, a private wood with extensive bluebell coverage in 
springtime. The photo below was taken from the public road.  
 
Littlebury’s rather remote hamlet of Catmere End lies just south of Howe Wood. There, you will 
find Pipers Cottage, shown just below on the right. It has stood opposite the road junction for 
nearly 400 years. The fingerpost sign has been guiding travellers for almost a century. 

 
Littlebury was the home of Henry Winstanley, a 17th-century clerk of works at Audley End House. 
He was also an engineer and an inventor. His home stood just south of the parish church and 
was known as the House of Wonders, a kind of forerunner of Disneyland with funfair-style 
mechanisms and contraptions that entertained paying visitors.  
 
In 1698 Winstanley designed and built the first Eddystone Lighthouse near Plymouth. Five years 
later, while carrying out maintenance there, he died in a fierce storm that destroyed the 
lighthouse. His widow continued to welcome paying guests to the House of Wonders, but it was 
demolished in the 18th century.  
 
The Hundred Parishes Society’s website includes a short article on Henry Winstanley, and of 
course there is more in Littlebury’s excellent Parish History and on its website 
www.littlebury.org.uk. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hospitality:   
Queens Head Inn, CB11 4TD – closed in 2024 - a community bid to buy it was unsuccessful. 
 

Hundred Parishes Society walks can be downloaded from the website. They include . . .  
Circular walk 165 covering 3.4 miles from Littlebury Green; 
Circular walk 167 covering 1.4 miles round Littlebury village; 
Circular walk 188 covering 6.3 miles can be joined at Littlebury Green. 
Quiet Lane walks avoid using footpaths. Walk 320 covers 6.9 miles from Littlebury Green. 
Quiet Lane walk 328 covers 4.6 miles from Littlebury to Strethall 
Station walks 13 (8 miles) and 16 (7 miles) could each be joined in Littlebury parish, catching the 
train from the end station to the start station to complete the walk route back to Littlebury. 
 

Adjacent parishes:  Saffron Walden, Wendens Ambo, Elmdon & Wenden Lofts, Strethall, Great 
Chesterford, Little Chesterford. 
 

Links:   
Littlebury community and parish council:  http://www.littlebury.org.uk/                 
History:   www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk/littlebury/littleburyhomepage.html  
 

Further reading: 
Littlebury: A Parish History, The Parish of Littlebury Millennium Society History Group, 2005.   
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This page, last updated 05 January 2026, was downloaded from www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

http://www.littlebury.org.uk/
http://www.littlebury.org.uk/
http://www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk/littlebury/littleburyhomepage.html
http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/

